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Section 3

Billing Systems

Billing Systems

An Interconnection Agreement between a CLEC and AT&T can result in the receipt of four different bills from four different billing systems.  The following briefly describes those four billing systems:

CABS – Carrier Access Billing System.  This system is predominately used for the billing of Interexchange Carrier meet-point access charges.  Some CLEC services such as Unbundled Network Elements (UNE) may also be billed by this system.  

CRIS – Customer Record Information System.  This system is predominately used for the billing of AT&T’s end users.  CLEC resale services may also be billed by this system.

IBIS – Intercompany Billing Information System.  This system is predominately used to bill ancillary services between AT&T and ILECs or CLECs.  Services such as E911, FGA and operator services will also be billed by this system.

PCS – Primary Carrier System -  The system used for the billing of local and intraLATA toll intercompany compensation.  This system relies on the exchange of originating records for local, EAS, transit and intraLATA toll traffic.

Using the 01-01-XX End User billing records, Category 92-01-XX detail records are created.  These detail records are summarized into 92-99-01 summary records.

The Primary Carrier billing process operates using a representative 30-31 day billing month based on each company’s current billing cycle for record exchange.  The Primary Carrier System monthly schedule is found in Tab 8.  

The Primary Carrier system also provides the process for the settlement of intraLATA  calling card, collect, and third number toll messages originated and billed in AT&T’s five state region.  AT&T acts as the in-region vendor for this process.  Appendix CH (of the Interconnection Agreement) describes the qualifying message criteria, responsibilities of the Parties, processing charges, etc., relative to this process. 
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